CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
whom he loves; he Is considerate and has his full share of 'kind-
heartedness'. Here we see, too, what we have learnt also from
the analysis of adults, that analysis does not affect these successful
formations in any prejudicial way but rather enhances them.
Hence it seems to me permissible to argue that early analysis too
will not injure existing successful repressions, reaction-formations
and sublimations, but on the contrary will open up possibilities
for further sublimations.1
Another difficulty as regards early analysis must still be men-
tioned. Owing to bringing into consciousness his incest-wishes,
his passionate attachment to his mother is markedly shown in
daily life, but no attempt is made to overstep the established
limits in any way than is otherwise the case with affectionate little
boys. His relationship with his father is, in spite (or because) of
his consciousness of his aggressive wishes, an excellent one. In
this instance too it is easier to control an emotion that is becoming
conscious than one that is unconscious. Simultaneously with
acknowledging his incest-wishes, however, he is already making
attempts to free himself from this passion and to achieve its trans-
ference to suitable objects. This seems to me to be inferred from
one of the conversations quoted in which he ascertained with
painful emotion that at least he would then live together with his
mother. Other frequently repeated remarks also indicate that
the process of liberation from the mother is already partly begun,
or at least that an attempt at it will be made.2
It may be hoped, therefore, that he will achieve his freedom from
his mother by the proper path; that is, by the choice of an object
resembling the mother-imago.
I have also heard little of the difficulties that might ensue from
early analysis of a child in his contact with an environment think-
ing otherwise. The child is so sensitive to even the gentlest
rebuffs that he knows quite well where he can count on under-
standing and where not. In this case the boy entirely gave up,
after a few slight unsuccessful attempts, confiding in anyone
except his mother and myself on these matters. At the same time
he remained quite confiding with others in respect to other things.
Another matter too that might easily lead to inconvenience
1  In this case only their exaggeration and compulsive nature was overcome.
2  Not during the period covered by these notes but almost a year later, after a
declaration of his affection for her he again expressed his regret that he could not
marry his mother.   'You will marry a beautiful girl whom you will love when you
are b%,' she replied,    'Yes/ said he, already quite consoled, 'but she must look just
like you, with a face the same and the same hair and she must be called Mrs. Walter W.
justice youlj    (Walter is not only his father's name but also the child's second
Christian name.)